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IntroductionStreet Design Policy

6

Design for Visual Excellence
Great cities are defined by the visual 
quality of their streets. New York 
City’s streets should be designed to 
the highest aesthetic standards 
possible, maintaining consistency  
in their character in order to achieve  
a coherent and harmonious 
streetscape.

o  �Improve the coherence of streets 
by using consistent materials.

o  �Consider long term maintenance. 
Materials should be selected that 
are readily maintained and durable 
over an extended period of time.

7

Design for Cost–Effectiveness
Reconstruction of city streets 
requires substantial financial 
resources. The list of worthwhile 
projects competing for a limited pool 
of funding is extensive. It is therefore 
important to ensure that street 
designs are cost–effective.

o  �Consider full lifecycle costs and 
benefits when developing street 
designs. Besides their initial capital 
outlays, the measurable long–term 
economic, environmental, safety, 
health, and other benefits of 
well–designed, well–managed 
streets should be taken into 
consideration.

o  �Design streets to meet the city’s 
future needs. Streets are 
reconstructed very infrequently. 
Consideration of future conditions 
and needs should be part of the 
planning process.

o  �Implement a clear and  
consistent design review process 
to streamline project review.


